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Abstract 
This paper considers the relationship between liberal norms of international behavior, liberal arts colleges, 
and societal elites in liberal democracies.  How can a prominent role for societal elites in shaping state 
foreign policy be consistent with democracy if their advocacy does not accord with popular preferences?  
Does a prominent role for elites in foreign policy fit with our sense of democracy?  Also, assuming for the 
purposes of this project that liberal norms matter, how do these norms develop and spread?  To address 
these questions, I first examine the role of elites in the United States generally, and foreign policy 
specifically.  Though I only review the US case here, there is no reason to believe elites would play a 
lesser role in other liberal democratic states given a political culture in which Americans “are born equal” 
(Hartz 1995), leaving the US without a permanent elite class.   Moreover, coupled with the multiple veto 
points in the US political system, a broad range of actors can access the political process.  I next consider 
liberal norms in terms of their applicability to the role of elites in democratic foreign policy.  Students of 
the democratic peace and constructivists highlight the “logic of appropriateness” in conditioning behavior 
and shaping threat perception.  How do these norms develop within societies and help to establish modes 
of deliberation?  Finally, I turn to liberal arts colleges, institutions which are designed to promote an 
approach to inquiry consistent with liberal norms, but to which, by their very nature, only a small portion 
of a state’s population may be exposed.  For illustrative purposes, I explore how two Eastern European 
liberal arts colleges may facilitate the emergence of a more liberal political order in their home countries.  
I seek to integrate three disparate literatures to situate subsequent investigation into the impact of liberal 
arts colleges on the foreign policy process of selected transitional democracies. 
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